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had in 1840 married Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg, a well-
informed and earnest-minded young German, who became a
sort of unofficial private secretary to her. The Prince Consort
devoted himself to the affairs of his adopted country. He had
no wish that the Queen should exceed her rights as a constitu-
tional sovereign, but he felt that it was within those rights that
she should take an active part in dealing with foreign sovereigns.
When, therefore, Lord Palmerston went on his jaunty way,
dealing with important despatches " off his own bat," the Queen
and the Prince complained to Lord John ; and Lord John (who
had similar grievances of his own) remonstrated with Palmerston.
But the Foreign Secretary regarded the young couple at Windsor
with genial contempt, and had no great respect even for the
Prime Minister. He made jocular excuses, apologised—and
went on doing the same thing. He knew that his popularity
made him indispensable to the Government, whereas the
Queen's foreign husband was disliked and distrusted.
But at last he went a step too far. The constitutional
monarchy set up in France by the revolution of 1830 (Nig4) was
ended by another revolution in 1848. Louis Philippe, the
constitutional King, fled to England, and a republican govern-
ment was established. The position of President in this Second
Republic was obtained by Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, the
nephew of the great Emperor. In 1851 he followed his uncle's
example by suddenly having all his political opponents arrested,
and using the army to quell opposition in the streets of Paris ;
and he shortly afterwards had himself proclaimed Emperor of
the French. This coup d'etat came so suddenly that the British
Government decided to withhold recognition of the new regime
for the moment. But Palmerston ignored this decision, and
instructed the ambassador at Paris to congratulate the new
Napoleon on his success. When this became known the indig-
nation of the Queen and the Premier boiled over, and the
Foreign Minister was compelled to resign. Nevertheless, he
still had a good many personal supporters in Parliament, and a
few weeks later he had his " tit for tat with Johnny Russell," as

